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Story Behind The Cover
The idea behind our cover page for August
issue is very simple. A lot of us often tag the
month of August as Independence month but
we often forget to celebrate the diversity of our
great nation. We as a team have tried our level
best to celebrate 'INDIAN DIVERSITY' through
this magazine cover.
This cover page represents our ideal nation,
where we celebrate US, INDIANS and not relegion, caste or creed. We hope that this August,
you will celebrate our Nation and it's diversity.
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Editor’s
note

Dear readers,
Remember the gala opening we had of our club and magazine
launch? Here we are with the second edition, taking you through
a mesmerizing journey of Indian culture and heritage. Let’s take
pride in the fact that the freedom acquired back in 1947 is finally
culminating in true freedom of every citizen beyond the barriers
of caste and gender. With the onset of LGBTQ 2021 also brings in
new horizons in view of health, humanity and value for
relationships.
The pandemic situation teaching all of us new lessons of life and
value for our existence to the extent that we become more aware
of the freedom of movement, the freedom of meeting friends,
freedom of celebrations and many more. As we await our return
to the campus desperately.
Hope this edition reflects the entertainment and fun filled conversations we engaged, in bringing this edition to you. Words fall
short to express the commendable efforts put in round the clock
by the team for making this possible well in time. Enjoy the jolly
ride.
-Merlyn Rosario, Vaishnavi Gupta
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LGBTQ

and Independence

Independence Day - All about the Beautiful Flag, National
Anthem, Patriotic Dances, Melodious Tributes, Proud Nationalism, Equal Freedom, Constitutional Virtues, and much more.
One day is never enough to celebrate our happiness, our
breaths of life, ourselves, and our homeland!
So, let's take a moment to appreciate all the little chaos going
by our side. Let's sit with our Family and Friends and tell them
how much they mean to us. Let's Thank our Frontline Workers,
Socializers, Teachers, and all the other Volunteers who never
back up to help us in any case. Let's bow to all the defense
people who are constantly working hard for our safety.
We are with what we are surrounded by and caught in the
middle, or at times entirely forgotten, is our LGBTQIA Population. The LGBTQIA+ community has made dramatic strides
in recent decades that absolutely should be celebrated.
Whether you identify as a
member of the community or
an ally, Independence is for
ALL!
As said, Love is never wrong. It knows no Gender because the
World is big enough for all contrast views. Comfort Zones
have no restrictions, they say, then, we should be more comfortable seeing two men holding hands than holding guns,
right? We've always heard that Different is Good. So, when a
person is honest about their sexuality, we should also think
differently. We can only command Respect, hence doesn't it
become our responsibility to control the same Respect, irrespective of the person's way of coming out?!
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India would be celebrating its 75th Independence Day, but it
was truly the ﬁrst Independence Day for the LGBT community.
It seemed like just yesterday when the Supreme Court decriminalized Section 377 on September 6, 2018, granting the
members of the LGBTQ community
the same sexual rights as any other
citizen in India. To celebrate this
historic Independence Day, The
Humsafar Trust - One of the ﬁrst
organizations in Asia working for
LGBT community rights had shared
a heartwarming version of the
National Anthem. People were all proud and emotional at the
same time. Despite the best foot forward, more is required to
bring them into the mainstream.
We love Rainbows; why not taste it then?! Why not taste the unusual colors
of life? Why not taste the fact of two people nearly
India would
be celebrating
different ages living
its 75thofIndependence
Day,together?! Why not
happy
tears
of two women
but it taste
wasthe
truly
the
first
getting married?
Independence
Day forWhy
thenot taste the
smile of twoItboys
falling in Love?
LGBT community.
seemed
Why
not tastewhen
the emotional
ride of
like just
yesterday
the
a transgender
person adopting a
Supreme
Court decriminalchild?!377
Whyon
not
taste the strength of
ized Section
SeptemCisgender,
making
ber 6, a 2018,
granting
the the parents
understand
about
this life?!
members
of the
LGBTQ
community the same sexual
Why
tastecitizen
the struggles
of an Intersexual trying hard to
rights as
anynot
other
in
India. accept the reality?! Why not taste the experiences of an Asexual going through a lot of ups and downs?! Why not taste the
conﬁdence of bisexuals undergoing surrogacy?!
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Ultimately it is most important that individuals deﬁne themselves for who they are and not what society wants them to
be! Since it is Independence Day, let us promise that we see
everyone around us as Humans ﬁrst! Let us promise not to
judge anyone as of their appearances. Because LGBT is not
about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, indeed it's all
about Let's Get Better Together!�
Since the battle against Section 377 has ended, the bigger
struggle for equal rights for the LGBT community is still ongoing. Here's to the hope and wishes that one day it's going to be
ﬁne! Together, we make this World our HOME - A better place!

Happy 75th Independence Day to all!!
- Dhriti Dogra
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THROUGH MY WINDOW
As I looked through my window, I could feel the cold sea breeze
gushing towards my face and making a mesh out of my hair strands.
The starshaped coconut trees dancing to the rhythm of the sea
waves as if it were the sound of hope that awakened the enthusiasm
in themselves.
On one side of the sea, I witnessed the old and dingy lanes bordered
by big tin huts running parallel to each other while the other side
comprised of high-rise contemporary buildings creating a crooked
but a beautiful skyline.
In no time I could contemplate the two sides of a coin through a
single frame. Even though they were the depiction of the same coin,
they will never trespass each other.
The soil beneath them craved for the timeless compassion which was
adulterated by greed and hatred.
Greed which made the rich desperate and the poor exasperated.
The moisture laden wind was unprejudiced and rushed all over the
place effortlessly but alas, the smoke of disparity took over.
The sea waves consistently swirled around the sand creating a
peaceful sound of hope, but it was unheard by the distressed minds
of the city.
As the streetlights kindled brightly in the evening hue, I was instantly
drawn back to the reality. Even though the vision was dissolved with
a blink of an eye, the desire of an impartial world will always resonate
in my heart.

- Nidhi Thakur
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T

he 2020
okyo Olympics

The 2020 Summer Olympics, ofﬁcially the
games of the XXXII Olympiad are being held
in Tokyo. This is a sporting event that had
commenced on July 23rd Friday at 4:00 AM
PDT which ended on the 8th of August 2021.
After a year’s full of anticipation, the sports
world gathers at Tokyo welcoming some of
the best athletes from all over the world.
According to various sources, the planning of
the Tokyo Olympics had begun almost a
decade ago at the 125th IOC session in
Buenos Aires. But just after four months of its
expected arrival the dangerously escalated
coronavirus hit, making everything fall at a
setback.
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The Olympics go back as far as ancient
Greece times, these games were said to
be dedicated to the god Zeus and took
place every four years – a period that
became to be known as an Olympiad
and thus the name. The IOC (International Olympic Committee)
ﬁrst game had taken place in
Athens 1896. American James
Connolly was the ﬁrst Olympic
champion of the modern era
with a triple jump win on April
6, 1896. The 1900 Games in
Paris were the ﬁrst to allow
women to compete.
The concept of Tokyo 2020
Olympic Games Opening
Ceremony is “United by Emotion”. As
stated by the Ofﬁcial Olympic website,
Sport is universal. It is an invaluable
treasure that has the power to unite the
world through emotion even though
every person speaks a different language, or come from a diverse culture. In
the Opening Ceremony, they aspired to
reafﬁrm the role of sport and the value of
the Olympic Games, to express their
gratitude and admiration for the efforts
everyone made together over the past
year, and to bring a sense of hope for the
future.
The opening ceremony was held on the
23rd of July, an opening ceremony never
witnessed before with the entire stadium
being empty due to the covid restrictions,
but nevertheless the opening was still
conducted with great grandeur. Art met
technology, whilst creating a shining
earth through drones.
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Japan’s tennis superstar Naomi Osaka declared the games open by lighting the Olympic Cauldron, a four hour long exciting and impressive affair
that all took place at the Olympic stadium in the capital, wherein, countries
entered to famous Japanese games music amidst fanfare.
Tokyo hosted about 205 (+EOR) teams, comprising of 11,090 athletes taking
part in 339 events in 33 diverse types of sports, athletics, basketball, BMX
freestyle, fencing, swimming, volleyball just to name a few, the IOC policies
also added a few new sports to the Olympic program. The new sporting
events added were baseball/ softball, karate, skateboarding and surﬁng.
According to a Washington post, track and ﬁeld is said to be the sporting
event with the greatest number of players, players that almost account to
2,176 from 200 countries, on the other hand the sporting event with the
least number of contingents is, cycling BMX freestyle, with only 19 competitors. The country that has the greatest number of athletes taking part is USA
with 657 athletes, followed by Japan having a total of 615 athletes. Contrary
to these countries, the countries that have the least athletes competing are
Andorra, Bermuda, Brunei, Central African Republic, Dominica, Lesotho,
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Nauru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Somalia, South
Sudan, and Tuvalu.
In the opening ceremony of
the Tokyo Olympics, Captain of India men’s national
ﬁeld hockey team Manpreet
Singh and amateur boxer
MC Mary Kom led the Indian
Contingent. India itself has a
substantial number of athletes taking part this year as
well, comprising of 127 athletes participating in 18
sporting events. India has been sending copious amounts of contingent for
the last three editions of the summer Olympics. Amongst the 127 athletes,
there comprises two alternate players and one reserve goalie in men's and
women’s hockey squads, respectively.
India in its stead also made a remarkable turning point in history, as Neeraj
Chopra won the gold medal at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, and in doing so,
became the ﬁrst Track and Field Athlete to win a gold medal for India.
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Neeraj Chopra registered a best throw of 87.58m.
He is the only other Indian to win an individual
gold after Abhinav Bindra in the 10m riﬂe event at
Beijing 2008.Chopra’s gold was India’s 7th
medal- One medal, 2 Silver and 4 bronze, making
India in the 48th position with their best ever performance.
The countries in the lead were the US having a total of 113 medals that are
39 gold medals, 41 silver medals and 33 bronze medals. In the second position is China having 38 gold medals, having 32 silver medals and 18
bronze medals totaling to an amount of 88 medals. Following these countries is, ROC accounting to a total of 71 medals, 20 of which are gold,
silver’s 28 and bronze’s 23. These are the ranks of the countries by the total
amount of medals each of them has.
The Olympics ended on the 8th of August
comprising the ﬁnals of each of the sporting events that is athletics, boxing, handball, Rhythmic Gymnastics, Track Cycling,
Volleyball, Water Polo and Basketball.
The closing ceremony was celebrated with
as much magniﬁcence having completing
another year of successful games at Tokyo 2020. It began with the ﬂagbearers of each respective nations and participants coming together to celebrate their triumphs. Followed by an evening of futuristic light displays
having the ﬂag colors blended in to the Olympian rings and a traditional
Japanese dance performance. The winners of the women's and men’s
marathon events were then declared, Peres Jepchirchir and Eliud Kipchoge received their gold medals to a roaring applause from fellow Olympians.
IOC president Thomas Bach handed the Olympic Flag to the Mayor of Paris
Anne Hidalgo. The cauldron was then extinguished to mark the closing of
the games thus bringing the curtain down on Tokyo 2020 as the baton
passes to Paris 2024.
Tokyo believed to try and deliver people the experiences of excitement,
joy, and at times disappointment, through the athletes’ competitive performances. They brought an experience that conveys how everyone has the
ability to celebrate their differences, to empathize, and to live side by side
with compassion for one another.
- Petal D’Souza
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HARDWORK IS THE KEY!
•
How do you see Neeti Sharma as
a student?
Well, you have taken me back to my
school days. I come from convent
school and it was a very disciplined and
strict school, where we were mentored
by nuns at that time. It was all-girl
school where we were not allowed to
even speak in hindi, so all the girls there
were career-oriented.
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•
How do you describe yourself as
a college student?
So, biology is a subject which I was well
in, that’s when I have decided to pursue
a career in ﬁeld of Bio-Chemistry. So, I
did my graduation from Lucknow University, did specialisation in Biology and
chemistry and then I did the masters in
Biology. Then, because I love the ﬁeld of

academics, I loved teaching since my
days, I have also been a part of our
school’s CSR activity in which we have
to teach the poor girls. Then, I cleared
NET examination and did my Phd from
Lucknow itself. Then, I got myself transferred to NCCS, a national institution.
•
Madam can you please elaborate
how was your experience at a national
institution?
So, After completing my maters, when I
joined NCCS, it was a completely new
experience for me. I had to start from
the scratch, but thanks to all world class
faculties over there, who taught us each
and every topics of Bio-technology. And
now I know each and every topics of
Bio-Technology.

•
Like you said that you know all
topics in Bio-technology, So can you
suggest some specialisation?
So, I belong to Dr. Sharmila government’s lab which is the ﬁrst lab to
import cancer medicine. So, Cancer
biology is the ﬁeld where the students
should be looking for.
•
Being part of this research community, you must have seen many
aspects of this community. So, according to you what aspect is beneﬁcial to do?
I feel that instrumentation has been
more considered and that is one thing
that was a problem initially when I
started my Phd. Although NSSC had
all the facilities but still if I compare
2009 when I submitted my thesis to
2021, all the instrumentation have
evolved. The things have become
more automated, the technique which
took us 2 days time, now it can be
completed within 2 hours. That is the
advantage for the current students
also.
•
Coming from student background, I feel there is competition for
national institutes like NCCS and NIT.
So, according to you, how difﬁcult is
this to get into this competition to get
admitted there or be intern over
there?
All the government institutions conducts examination for admissions in
Phd programs and as far as internship
is concerned there are many fellowship examinations which will give you
an edge but still you have to be brilliant and have to work really hard for
being admitted there or to do internship there.

•
Who is the Dr. Neeti Sharma outside the academic world? What do you
enjoy other than research?
Well, that is a tough question. So, I like
listening to music and watch a lot of
movies. Apart from research, I read
about psychology , palmistry and even
geography, I read about more such
things like nutrition, these are all the
which I am interested in and I am keep
reading.
•
Keeping up with time how your
interests have changed from the past?
Yes, recently during the lockdown, I
have started watching a lot of web
series and I think everybody is experiencing that because of this COVID situation. It is not like I am totally into watch
web series because I prefer reading
over watching but yes I do watch them.
Questions By students
•
Varun Patil- Why did you chose
the ﬁeld of biotechnology?
Like, I told you early that biology has
really interesting for me that is the
reason why I chose Biotechnology.
•
Ravindra Mukesh- After bachelors what went through your mind?
Well, I was very clear that what I had to
do ,i.e., research. So, I basically pursued
my ambition by doing Phd. And prepared myself for the entrance examinations for the same.
•
Ravindra Mukesh- Being a ﬁnal
year student I have set a multiple goals
for me. So, what would be your advice
for me?
Because the time has changed a lot
and there are only few domains in biotechnology, I think that you focus on
one thing on which you are interested
in.
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Whether you will pursue academics or
research, you should be very clear
about that.
•
Varun Patil- Hypothetically, If you
would have given the power make a
decision to control COVID-19 situation,
what would you do?
I think, I would have also done the same
as the government did, because there
is no 100% cure for it and only lockdown, social distancing and wearing
mask is only thing we can do.
•
You must have set some goals for
you. How many of them, you achieved
and how many are there yet to be
achieved?
See, research is a ﬁeld with endless
possibilities, so one can’t say that he or
she have achieved everything. But, yes,
I do have done many things that I
thought of doing and there are many
more things that I have to achieve. Because, research is a thing that one can
do anytime irrespective of the conditions.
•
There are many publication to
your name, but which one is you proud
of?
Well I think that was my ﬁrst publication
while I was pursuing my Phd. That was
something that was an achievement for
me and other than that the publications
that I did with my Phd students was
very special for me because they
thought that the madam is very strict
but when the outcome is very good
then everything eventually becomes
very good.
•
As a professor, what is your prime
approach to teach?
As a student, I knew that how important
is to be having basics clear for any
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student be it research background or
academic, so my main motive was always

to clear all the basics of the students so
that we can be on the same page then we
would teach other things.
•
How difﬁcult is for teacher to teach
after the medium changed from physical
to online?
Well, I don’t feel any difference as teaching, for me, was never a tough job. But,
sometimes due to connectivity issue, I
faced some problem. But, other than that
nothing much have changed.
•
How do you maintain the balance
between your personal and professional
life?
All the credit goes to my family, because
whenever didn’t had time for them, they
never complaint and understood me. As it
is said that, behind every successful
female there is her family supporting her,
so, my family have always been behind my
back supporting me which helped me
maintaining the balance between my personal and professional life.
•
After enrolling a speciﬁc number of
students, what quality do want in the
young researchers?
So, I think consistency is very important,
because if someone is hardworking and
consistent then he can achieve anything in
the ﬁeld of research. Intelligence do give
and edge to you but consistency is most
important.
•
How would you describe your life?
Life is a journey for me and one should
move ahead to achieve their goal.
•
What is your message for the students who are thinking for pursuing
research?
Hard-work, hard-work and hard-work.
Interviewed by Sadique Inamdar
Transcribed by Aprit Singh

URI: The Surgical Strike
Aditya Dhar’s unforgiving
war-drama
incorpoates the events
that led to the surgical
strikes
as
seen
through the eyes of
protagonist
Major
Vihaan Singh Shergill
(Vicky Kaushal). To
make things harder for
him, he has personal
battles to ﬁght at
home as well.

Justifying the hype
around him, the actor
continues to grow
from
strength
to
strength. His sincere
and effortless presence adds depth to
this ﬁlm, that otherwise lacks the palpable tension you expect
from a war drama.
What makes it then
engaging is not its
execution, but the auFirst things ﬁrst, dacity of
Vicky Kaushal is on a
roll. Interestingly, after
playing a valiant Pakistani Army ofﬁcer in
Raazi, here he switches sides and plays an
invincible Para (Special Forces) Commando, Indian Army.

13

the mission it dramatically decodes and
recreates.
Despite
knowing the result,
you watch the events
unfold with childlike
intrigue as the complex operation plan
was classiﬁed. The
rigorous process —
how 80 Indian Para SF
commandos
managed to inﬁltrate PoK
and destroy the terror
camps, makes for an
instructive watch if not
gripping.
The ﬁlm scores
higher on the technical front than creative.
The combat

sequences, ambush,
gunﬁre,
ﬁstﬁghts,
sniper shots are realistically
shot.
The
camera tactfully follows the soldiers like a
shadow. Sound effects
are crucial to combat
ﬁlm storytelling, and
this war drama uses it
effectively for most
parts. The sounds of
weapons and bullets
are captured well but
some
unnecessary
sounds (loud whispers, noisy footsteps)
beat the very purpose
of a covert mission.

While there is no harm
in doing so, the emotional
manipulation
could have been more
subtle and less predictable.
Yami
Gautam, Mohit Raina,
Paresh Rawal and Kirti
Kulhari are effective in
their respective roles.

Though based on
true events, a lot
seems far-fetched and
thus,
questionable.
One can overlook a
few creative liberties,
The soldiers give
but there is deliberate
and dramatic attempt up their today for our
and
no
to evoke emotions in tomorrow
words can signify or
the ﬁrst half.
repay the

- Arpit Singh

sacriﬁces they make
for our country. Uri
puts a spotlight on the
thankless job they do
with passion in their
hearts and ﬁre in their
bellies. The ﬁlm is a
ﬁtting tribute to the
Indian Army conceptually but cinematically, it’s not a ﬁlm without ﬂaws.


NAME THE
INTERN WHO
MADE GARUDA
DRONE
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Tamas
Hindi

Garm Hava
Hindi

Mammo
Hindi

Chinnamul
Bengali

Ghatak's Partition
Trilogy
Bengali

Vasthuhara
Malayalam

Khamosh Pani

Naseem

Bhumika

Earth

Hindi

Hindi
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Hindi

Hindi

Aakash Ganga

Maria Pitashe

Ki banu duniya da

Yad lagla

Amaro porano

Ennadi mayaavi nee

Tajadare-e-haram

Zariya

Uyiril thodum

Seekho Na
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MONSOON

“

PLACES TO VISIT NEAR PUNE
DURING MONSOON

The Monsoon in Pune is one of the gorgeous seasons, bringing
out the most of the city's natural splendour. During the monsoons in Pune, the valleys and ghats provide breathtaking
views of tall hills, sceneries, and exciting travelling routes.

17`

Live with no excuses and travel
with no regrets
~ Oscar Wilde.

LONAVALA
Lonavala is a beautiful hill station recognised for its mesmerising natural beauty,
nestled amid the Sahyadri Mountain
Ranges. The place takes on a new avatar
during monsoons, blessed with lush ﬂora in
its best form, and is graced with lakes, waterfalls, hills, and dense green forests.
THINGS TO DO: It's also the most incredible
season to go hiking, trekking, and participating in other adventurous activities in
Lonavala. In addition to forts, caverns, dams,
and other features.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 65 km (approx.)

KHANDALA
Khandala, another hill station with breathtaking beauty, is not far from Lonavala. Its lush
meadows, beautiful hills, gorgeous valleys,
captivating waterfalls, and quiet lakes give it
a mystical charm. Monsoon is the season
when Khandala's beauty reaches its peak,
thanks to the thick ﬂora that covers the area.
If you are a nature lover, this is the ideal spot
to relax and soak in the scenery.
THINGS TO DO: You may also visit the Karla
and Bhaja Caves, which are old rock-cut
caves.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 70 Km ( approx.)

KAMSHET

A migratory bird sanctuary, is one of the few
places near Pune during the monsoon
season. The place is ideal for a pleasant
day visit because it is only a short distance
from the city.
THINGS TO DO: Explore the caves of
Bheds, Karla, and Bhairi, as well as
Kondeshwar Temple, Shinde Wadi Hills,
and Lohagad.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 48.9 Km
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MATHERAN

Matheran is a monsoon-heaven and a
must-see among the other lovely destinations near Pune during the monsoon
season. It's such a peaceful environment where pollution, noise, and the
extra stress of daily life are barely noticeable. Nature` lovers will enjoy the
sight of lush green valleys in the rain,
and it is a perfect place for short visits
during the Monsoon.
THINGS TO DO: You will be able to
admire the view of green valleys from
Louisa Point while it is raining, and you
will be able to go hiking in Matheran's
dense forests for an adventurous experience.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 119.2 Km (approx.)

MULSHI
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Mulshi Dam is a hidden gem that
should be discovered during the monsoon season to enjoy the most stunning
views and weather. The calming environment and appealing idea of nature
will make you forget about the chaos
that our polluted city life brings and
make you want to sit there for hours.
THINGS TO DO: Trek through forests
and magniﬁcent forts such as Koraigadh and Dhangad, see the old
Vanja Mata shrine and take in panoramic views of waterfalls, beautiful
valleys, and more.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE:40.0Km (
approx.)

SINHAGAD

Finding this famous Place to Visit
Near Pune in the Monsoon is a fantastic weekend treat for Pune residents.
The view from this location, which the
beautiful Sinhagad Fort characterises,
is too brilliant ever to forget.
THINGS TO DO: Visit the picturesque
Panshet Lake at Pavana dam and
enjoy the scenic and enjoyable hike
from Katraj to Sinhagad.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE:37.6 Km (
approx.)

ANDHARBAN TREK
Andharban is a magniﬁcent forest and a
must-visit during the Monsoon in Pune, setting you up for an exhilarating hike. During
the Pune monsoons, this is one of the most
highly recommended spots to visit. Andharban, like every forest, is at its most beautiful
during the monsoons, making it one of the
best rainy-day locations near the city.
THINGS TO DO: Trek with friends and family
through the lovely Kundalika Valley, Bhira
Dam, and other scenic locations.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 10.1 Km ( approx.)

MALSHEJ GHAT
In the Monsoon, Malshej Ghat is one
of the most beautiful spots to visit
near Pune. This location is so distinct
in its own right that no words can adequately express the visual beauty
and charm it possesses. Adventurers
will enjoy camping, trekking, and
mountain climbing, while nature
lovers will be enchanted by the mysterious view of Malshej Falls during
the Monsoon.
- Shruti Gajipara

THINGS TO DO: You may go climbing,
trekking, and bird-watching because this
area is home to various migrating birds.
DISTANCE FROM PUNE: 120 Km ( approx.)
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“

Secularisim

Secularism, in simple words, refers to an ideology
that provides people with the right to follow any
religion or not follow any. It permits the state with
the responsibility to maintain neutrality in matters
of beliefs. In a secular country, no state can legally
favor or hate a particular religion. However, individuals residing in a country are free to follow and
practice the religion of their choice.
The term “Secular” refers to being “separate” from
religion or having no religious base. Secularism
means the separation of religion from political,
economic, social, and cultural aspects of life. Thus
religion is only a purely personal matter. It provides complete freedom to all religions and tolerance of all religions. It also stances for equal opportunities for followers of all religions. So, no discrimination and partiality on the grounds of religion.
The independence of the state from religious
groups makes sure fair decision making. That provides equal treatment to all the religious and
non-religious groups. No religious community can
pressure the state to make decisions in their favor.
The history of secularism in India times back to
1976. At the same time, it declared that a secular
state during the 42nd amendment of the Indian
Constitution. The leaders of Independent India
had visualized a country where religion is no bar
for people. The condition cannot favor or accept
any religion as the state religion.
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The presence of the ideology of secularism in India
indorses the co-existence of all religious groups. The
execution of the doctrine of secularism in a diverse
country like India, which embraces a dozen religions, was a difficult task. Hence there are certain
drawbacks that are yet to be addressed.
Though the leaders of the independent state have
struggled hard to make sure the fair execution of
the ideology of secularism, speciﬁc problems still
need to be addressed to make straightforward
proper, vpeaceful, and honest functioning.
State and religious groups both should work
self-sufficiently and abide by the law at the same
time. After some decades of independence, political
parties remain to use the schedule of religious
diversity and caste. Sometimes because of personal
beneﬁts, some politicians are refusing the motive of
creating a secular state.
It must be understood that any state cannot be
genuinely secular with secularism just written in its
books. Thus, the complete ideology has to be recognized with grace and implemented equally to all
the people. Meanwhile, keeping a check on the governmental bodies for any unfair practice of religious
groups to gain power. Hence, each individual should
be careful subject to law, regardless of gender, religion, majority or minority status, etc. So, the young
generation should be trained about the ideology.

-Arpit Singh
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The Moonchild
Out of all the things she could be fascinated with, the tiny vulnerable heart throbbing inside her body always synchronized
with the enchanting rhythm of the moon.
Looking towards the sky she contemplated passionately.
A part of her soul always embraced the persona of the moon.
Maybe she saw the crest of the moon ﬁlled with potion of love
and affection towards the people beneath itself.
Maybe she saw the empathy of the moon towards the surge of
the sea pulling it higher and higher towards the sky.
Maybe she saw the pain inside itself which craves to someday
have a light of its own igniting all the prevailing insecurities
and uncertainty.
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Maybe she saw the tireless strive of the moon to bloom even
when the dusky clouds overpowered its aura.

Maybe she saw the tireless strive of the moon to bloom even
when the dusky clouds overpowered its aura.
Maybe she saw the boldness of the stellar body to triumph over
the inﬁnite pool of sky and radiate its brightness selﬂessly
while dealing with its own imperfections.
Maybe she saw the peace which it tries to maintain while
secretively tarnishing all the lethal demons of ambiguity.
This telepathic relationship between the girl and the nature
could not be described through the language of the mankind
as it needed the eyes of the heart to look through.

- Nidhi Thakur
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WE
DREAM
TO
ACHIEVE
Learning something new can be a scary
but a great experience. But this is something that Abhishek and Sambandh looked
up to and here they are with an amazing
roller coaster ride through their acting and
modelling career. Let’s see their journey
through them.
Interviewer: Sambandh how did you go
from doing B.Tech to being a model and
then to YouTube?
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Sambandh: I have been choreographing
dance programs since I was in 7th grade. I
got an opportunity to perform in the Pune
Times event called Fresh Face and I even
reached the ﬁnals. They gave us one week
workshop related to modeling and acting. It
was then when I realized that I truly
enjoyed doing this more than dancing.
From there I entered modeling, did 2-3 catalogue shoots and small videos.

@sambandhgoswasmi

Interviewer: How did Ek Tarfa Do Tarfa
happen?
Sambandh: It had been a few months since
we had last collaborated and we were
thinking of doing something soon. It just
happened that one day we were sitting in a
place near the college and we ﬁnally made
up our mind to ﬁnally collaborate again. So
I had seen some prior videos where people
say poetry and there is a cinematic shot of
nature or something similar playing, so we
thought of improvising on the idea by
myself acting in it. So I asked Sandeep
Chauhan (writer) who has actually written
Ek Tarfa Do Tarfa can we use it for this
video and he gave us the go and we went
for it.
Interviewer: Your instagram bio reads
actor/model/choreographer was it like
one thing leading to another or was any of
it a newly developed skill?

Sambandh: Acting is a skill that I developed
recently. Dancing and modeling was
always correlating to me because I used to
choreograph all my events on my own, so I
always took care of the lighting, props,
entry/exit queues. So from there I developed interest in ramp walks and posing. I
also used to teach others rather than sitting
idle. So one thing led to another and from
there I developed modelling. Also the fresh
face event groomed me for modelling.
Apart from these I also have a diploma in
acting and have done 2-3 projects with
Abhishek.
Interviewer: vdo you prefer doing screenplay or to co-write ?
Abhishek: It depends, I prefer writing
myself since I would know my characters
well and how it's gonna play out in different
scenarios.
Interviewer: And what is your process like?
Abhishek: I pick up ideas while playing
games, watching videos on youtubes or
watching ﬁlms. The small scenes in these
give me new ideas and then I start writing
how can it be written or narrated in a different way or how can I make it unique.

I don’t prefer a silent environment. Instead I
prefer my long playlist of music which
helps me groove and go with the ﬂow.
Interviewer: Abhishek were you nervous of
shooting after being on a break or you
were conﬁdent enough to pick up the
camera and go for it?
Abhishek: I was anxious and nervous when
I started using the equipment after a long
time and had a bit of self doubt too but
once I had started it all came back to me
and I was back to normal.
Interviewer: How many people are
required to make a good short length
movie or a short video?
Abhishek: It all depends on the budget, for
example a short 15 min video with actors
and crew members consisting easily of
20-30 people each with unique roles to
perform.
Interviewer: Was the process of making Ek
Tarfa Do Tarfa any different or was it the
same?
Sambandh: It was different than any other
video because it was something we had
thought of at the moment, and Abhishek
was leaving the day after so we were in a
time crunch but we were determined to
make it work. Since it was a solo video we
didn't have to worry about casting actors or
extras. I called a few of my friends and
Abhishek
too reached out to a few of his friends and
they all came together to help us out. So we
had a crew of 8-9 people and we ﬁnished
shooting in about 10 hours.
Interviewer: Quick choice, Hollywood or
Pan Indian cinemas?
Abhishek: I would personally have to go
with

@abhishekdiyewar
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Hollywood because everyone is given a fair
chance and there is no nepotism found
there like we do with bollywood also they
have a bigger budget. But at the same time
pan indian cinema has started to come up.

Hollywood because everyone is given a fair
chance and there is no nepotism found
there like we do with bollywood also they
have a bigger budget. But at the same time
pan indian cinema has started to come up.

Interviewer: If you had to pick your favorite
Indian genre, movie or era which one
would that be?

Interviewer: If you had to pick your favorite
Indian genre, movie or era which one
would that be?

Abhishek: My fav era would be 2018. I
prefer thriller and action genres over others
and my favourite director would be Micheal
Bay as I am a big fan of his work. My fav
series would be The Last Ship on Amazon
Prime and I would say it's the ‘perfect
series’.

Abhishek: My fav era would be 2018. I
prefer thriller and action genres over others
and my favourite director would be Micheal
Bay as I am a big fan of his work. My fav
series would be The Last Ship on Amazon
Prime and I would say it's the ‘perfect
series’.

Sambandh: I like action, thriller and suspense genres. I was like the biggest fan of
Don 2 when it was released but now my
favorites would be Andhadhun and Drishyam.

Sambandh: I like action, thriller and suspense genres. I was like the biggest fan of
Don 2 when it was released but now my
favorites would be Andhadhun and Drishyam.

Interviewer: What do you prefer OTT or
mainstream ?

Interviewer: What do you prefer OTT or
mainstream ?

Abhishek: I would prefer mainstream
because nothing can beat making a ﬁlm
experience and also it has more challenges
like getting the whole story in 2-3 hours
unlike the OTT platforms.
Sambandh: As an actor I like everything but
I do prefer OTT more as it has less restrictions and rules that give it more reality and
more realistic scenes.

Abhishek: I would prefer mainstream
because nothing can beat making a ﬁlm
experience and also it has more challenges
like getting the whole story in 2-3 hours
unlike the OTT platforms.
Sambandh: As an actor I like everything but
I do prefer OTT more as it has less restrictions and rules that give it more reality and
more realistic scenes.

Interviewer: What are your future projects?

Interviewer: What are your future projects?

Abhishek: Currently we did plan a few
short ﬁlms and 2-3 music and dance
videos. We had actors on the way, had the
location setup and had everything ready
but due to lockdown things fell apart. Now
with the new guidelines in place we plan to
resume our work in the next few days.

Abhishek: Currently we did plan a few
short ﬁlms and 2-3 music and dance
videos. We had actors on the way, had the
location setup and had everything ready
but due to lockdown things fell apart. Now
with the new guidelines in place we plan to
resume our work in the next few days.

Interviewed by Smit Gaikwad
Transcribed by Zubin Mathew
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Vidhey Tailor
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8

Madhur Wagh

One Hundered Years
Of Solitude
This book is a torrent of emotions; I am not
saying it just for the sake of it. I do not hold any
biases, although reading this particular book
might change your mind.
This book is all about the civil war in a ﬁctional
monarchy that coincides with the real civil war
in Southern America, "Colombia."
The story starts in a crazy place with the protagonist's name, Jose Arcadio Buendia. he loves
making discoveries with the help of alchemy. His
passion for searching for new devices and the
desire to show his village something new is immense.
Never backing down, and the exciting part is how
he would follow the gypsies. Always buying something new from them,
which they brought from the outer world. For example, once they got
an illumination device,
then they got a mat that
could ﬂy. His mind was
always astonished, never
could control his ﬂow of
excitement and send all his
money. After some time,
he uses the family's
treasury to buy the
gypsies' goods.

He had lost his sanity, and his wife, who would try to speak some
sense into him, would always go futile. His wife, Ursula, is a character
of her deﬁnition. The author describes her as a lady with a reptile tail.
Her disabilities always come into the picture, but she still manages to
have control of the ﬂow.
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Moreover, after Jose Arcadio Buendia lost his sanity, he tried contacting
an embassy in the city. When he does not get a message back, he travels through the mountains and the marshes of the town. But soon
enough, they take a different route and reach a white, cold place. This
was the very ﬁrst time they had experienced snow. And this is where it
all began. They resettle here, and they have three children; 1. Jose Arcadio, 2. Aureliano Buendia, 3. Amaranta.
Then one day, the gypsies come to this new town, and Jose Arcadio
Buendia goes with them. He found someone whom he loved and
forgot about his wife. Slowly Jose realized that he was wrong, and
when he returned, Ursula was not there. He would again follow his passion for alchemy, making inventions only for them to fail. Then one day,
Ursula comes back in different clothes, and Jose Arcadio Buendia is
perplexed as she is carrying silverware which to Jose Arcadio Buendia
was something he has never seen.
Then one day, Rebecca comes from the old city, and they discover she
has a sleeping sickness, which eventually spreads to the entire new
city. Rebecca is an odd character who eats soil and whitewash, which
is malnourished. In Ursula's care, they thrive, and one day the sickness
also goes away. Then she marries Jose Arcadio and has a son named
Arcadio. On the other side, Aureliano Buendia becomes a colonel ﬁghting for the revolutionist and getting thrown in prison many times. The
author describes these moments with delicacy, and there was one time
when colonel Aureliano Buendia was sentenced to death. However,
there's a surprise for the readers later as the story moves forward.
Slowly the author describes the people's lives as the republics' hold on
people got more robust and how they slaughter people to get to their
goal. Later on, Ursula's granddaughter ﬁnally goes to France for her
educations, but when she comes back, she gets intimate with a person,
cheating on her ﬁancé. And after all the years of struggle, it goes back
to what it was when the person ﬁnds out she is his cousin, and the child
is fated to be disabled like Ursula.
- Smit Gaikwad
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TOP 12 PRODUCTIVITY APPS
FOR STUDENTS

Do you find it challenging to be productive
these days? That's something for which
there's an app! It's not always easy to keep on
task when it comes to living your best
work-life, especially when there are so many
distractions all around you. That's why we've
compiled a list of the top productivity apps to
help you become organised (see our
organising suggestions! ), focused, and on
track in 2020 and beyond. These essential
apps can help you manage your schedule
and daily activities — and will undoubtedly
make life a bit simpler when it comes to
getting things done, whether you're
struggling to be productive when working
from home or need a little help keeping up
with your projects.

Do you want to know what applications can
help you become more productive? Our
selection includes anything from time
management applications and online
calendars to tools that help you improve your
attention, break bad habits, and even avoid
procrastination and distraction. Regardless
of the app you choose, you'll be well on your
way to crossing everything off your to-do list
— especially if you get some motivation from
the best life quotes and motivational
podcasts.
Of
course,
after
you've
downloaded these applications, make sure
to check out our most excellent productivity
recommendations – and then go to work on
making this year your most successful ever.
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We all know how simple it is to become distracted
by social media and other websites, which is why
this software is essential. For a specific length of
time, Freedom allows you to ban distracting and
time-wasting websites and apps. You can create
your list of sites to exclude — or even limit your full
Internet access — so that you can maintain
complete attention.
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THINGS 3
Things, which also won an App
le Design Award in
2017, is one of the most
comprehensive and
aesthetically beautiful app
s available. In its third
iteration, this popular produc
tivity tool includes
everything from a dynam
ic calendar to a
thorough to-do list, all with
a simple design that
makes organising your work
a snap.

CO ST : $9 .99
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Why invest in your 20s
The ﬁrst thing that pops upon investment is all the myths related to it, from
heavy losses to scams and frauds. We have listened to it all. These are
merely a few cases that restrain others from investing; on a positive note,
if you invest early, you can afford things that others might not, at that age.
Nowadays, new graduates have a
tremendous amount of student
loans on them. Usually, in your 20s,
no one expects you to have a considerable amount of money, so use
that time to generate more incredible wealth.
The main beneﬁt of investing in your 20s is the minimum risk that comes
with it as we would have more recovery time, also improving your risk-taking abilities. If made a habit, it can keep a check on your spending patterns too.
Other beneﬁts of investing include tax deductions. Rather than paying tax,
government investment schemes offer heavy tax deductions.
Moreover, there are multiple options to put your money to work, which
were very few in the previous times.�

36

Some of the best methods to invest include mutual funds, Systematic
Investment Plans (SIP's), Equities, and stocks are the places to go for the
best returns.
Recently a new trend is gaining a
tremendous amount of popularity
due to many memes circulating over
social media and a massive push
from renowned investors and CEOs
and has become an essential thing
among the millennials, which is a
cryptocurrency. It may give you the highest return among all, but It's also
considered the most volatile and high risked investment. Even considering all the risks the Gen-Z would prefer to invest in cryptocurrency
because of one factor, Innovation and a sense of social status. Some of
the strongest performing cryptocurrencies are Bitcoin, Ethereum,
Cardano, and Dogecoin.
Additionally, we are in the digital era; there are many resources available
to learn, invest, and manage your money and help you make a perfect
choice. Applications like Varsity and Groww get you familiar with most
investment concepts. At the same time, apps like Zerodha and Groww
allow you to invest in stocks with minimum or no brokerage fee charged.
Furthermore, what's high in demand
is a small case; it is just a basket of
high valued stocks and companies
put in all together, similar to a
scheme or mutual fund, where the
performance of one company won't
affect your returns compared to individual companies.�
In conclusion, try your best to invest as early as possible, which would be
highly beneﬁcial for you and your family and bring you one step closer to
achieving your ﬁnancial goal and living your dream life.
Investment bridges the gap between you and your dream life
Quote :�
"As it says, The longer your money can beneﬁt from the power of compound interest, the
bigger your gains will be as time goes on. '

- Rahil Gandhi
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A Look into the ADYPU’s coterie –
House of Arts.
Embrace the put to sea
moments from our noteworthy occasion!
A club launch, ADYPU’s brainchild-House of Arts, was
launched on 16th of April after months of hard work and
dedication.
The event attended by who’s who of ADYPU and even
graced by the HOD, was full of colour and music and
dances and stand up, even magic! This event also saw
the inauguration of the first ever issue of house of arts
magazine- Kalakriti, leaving everyone’s hearts full.
This was followed by more breathtaking performances
and the announcement of green tech club, an initiative
by one of the faculty members from ADYPU.
Having integrated such talent all in an event and one
club left everyone overwhelmingly happy and proud.
We’d like to thank each and every organiser as house
of arts wouldn’t be a thing without everyone’s
unconditional love and support to present a platform
for everyone to showcase their talent and how! So
thank you everyone, our club is yours too now.

Note From Faculty
We'd like to express our gratitude to
those who provided their unbiased
feedback on our first HoA event and
first issue of "KalaKriti". Your messages motivated us and we learnt a
lot from it. When we launched HoA,
we had no idea that we would
receive so much love and such a
positive response from you all.
So, with this responsibility we promise to actively publish our next
issues, and we would also like to
welcome contributions from our
readers in the form of poem, articles, photos, artworks, and other
content. Our relationshipwould be
strengthened by your participation.

THINK CREATIVE

BE CREATIVE
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